
Dear Citizen Scientists,

We hope everyone is enjoying the first few weeks of Spring, we're sure many of you in
warmer climates have already begun planting and hopefully those in colder climates
are getting excited for the start of planting season.

If you've already planted your seeds, remember to enter your germination data
in SeedLinked, this should be evaluated after about 5-7 days for salad turnips and
radishes, and between 7-14 days for the pea trial. Answering requests, we've
attached a Citizen Seed Trial rubric to help you evaluate the crops, the full version can
be found attached to this email, see example below. 

https://seedlinked.com/


Upcoming webinars

We have two webinars coming relating to the Citizen Seed Trial coming up for
folks, be sure to save the dates. Everyone on the CST mailing list will be sent the
zoom links prior, and we will also open up a registration form for folks outside of
the Citizen Seed Trial to join. They will both be recorded for folks to view
afterwards, but we love seeing your faces when possible.

1. Tender, Tasty Turnips: growing Japanese turnips on the West Coast
Presenter: Heather from Umi Nami Farms
Date & Time: April 26th 6-7 pm PT

Japanese turnips have gone from obscurity to popularity at local farmers markets,
and varieties such as Hakurei and Tokyo Cross are regularly included in seed
catalogues. In this session, we'll take a look at the diversity of Japanese turnip
varieties, tips for growing a great crop and avoiding potential problems and ways
to enjoy eating the bounty. Come learn from a farmer who has been growing
Japanese turnips for over a decade at a farm where these tasty treats are one of
the main crops.



About the farm: 
Umi Nami Farm is located in Coast Salish territory near Victoria, BC. The owner
Yoshiko and her partner Tsutomu (Tom) originally started the farm in Iwaki, Japan

and moved to Canada in the mid-1990s at the invitation of their friend Madoka,
who helped them establish the farm at its new location in Metchosin in order to

provide vegetables to the Japanese community of Victoria and beyond. Umi Nami
Farm now produces a wide range of Japanese vegetables, as well as some

Western produce and various fruit. We grow organically and year-round using
both outdoor fields and unheated greenhouses.

About the presenter:
Heather first visited the farm as a
volunteer (WWOOFer) in 2009,
returned in 2010 as an apprentice,
stayed on as an employee and
eventually became a partner in the
farming business. She loves growing
vegetables and exchanging gardening
lore.



2. Plant breeding and Seeding the Change at Fruition Seeds (supplier of
Snow in Tokyo salad turnip)
Presenter: Petra from Fruition Seeds
Date & Time: May 3rd, 6-7pm PT
- Save the date and we'll send out more information soon :)

Planting the Citizen Seed Trial

We got to planting our Citizen Seed Trial crops at our Research and Education
Seed Farm last Thursday in the sun. Looking forward to watching these plants
grow, grateful to see a mix of rain and sun in the upcoming forecast. It's nice to see
lot's of you sharing pictures in our Citizen Seed Trial Facebook group.

In good seed,

BC Seed Security Team

https://farmfolkcityfolk.ca/bc-seed-security-program/research-and-education-seed-farm/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/608817699458455


PS. Stock up on seeds! BC Eco Seed Co-op has offered all Citizen Seed Trial
participants a 15% discount between now and May 31st. Discount code is
CitizenSeed2023.

Extra Resources

Citizen Seed Trial Facebook Group - A public group for those signed up for this
years and past years Citizen Seed Trial. A great place to share your photos and
ask questions and help your fellow citizen seed trial grower

Seed Saving Chart - A useful chart with isolation distances, minimum populations
sizes, and more. Check out other resources from the Seed Savers Exchange.

SeedLinked YouTube Channel - Hosts various tutorial videos on how to use the
Seedlinked platform to help you succeed in the Citizen Seed Trial. Check out this
one on Reviewing your Trial.

What is a Variety Trial - One of our webinars from last year that covers everything
you need to know about variety trials

Pea Growing Tips, Salad Turnip Growing Tips, Radish Growing Tips

A Farmers Guide to On-farm Variety Trials - Please note this publication is a guide
for the experienced growers. Don't be overwhelmed, rather use it as a tool to
understand what a variety trial is used for

Harvest Newsletter - Sign up for our monthly newsletter and stay informed about
all of our programs, events, announcements, and opportunities.
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