
Hi Citizen Scientists,

Thank you to everyone for joining us for the 2023 Citizen Seed Trial and for accepting
the SeedLinked trial invitations. All of the seeds have been mailed out and should be
arriving to you shortly! This year, we have over 250 participants in each of the Citizen
Seed Trials, thank you so much for participating.

Exciting news! BC Eco Seed Co-op has offered all Citizen Seed Trial participants a
15% discount between now and May 31st. Discount code is CitizenSeed2023. A great
place to stock up on seeds this year!

The BC Eco Seed Co-op is a producers cooperative of 20+ farmers providing BC
grown, certified organic and ecological seeds grown on our farms across British
Columbia. From packet size to large bulk quantities, the BC Eco Seed Co-op has
seeds for growers of all sizes. At this time, certified organic seeds are only certified for
British Columbia.

https://www.bcecoseedcoop.com/


We were able to use BC Eco Seed Co-op's seed packer seen in this photo to fill
over 240 packets. This seed packer alternates between filling two packets, after

one is full the operator removes it and puts in a new seed packet (at times this was
a race - Operator vs Machine). The circular tray on top vibrates, slowly shaking the

seeds up a ramp into a single file to be counted by a laser, and directed into a
packet. We used a similar seed counter with just one output at KPU's seed lab.

What is a variety trial? A variety trial is a method for farmers and gardeners to
determine what crop variety they would like to grow by comparing different
varieties. A citizen seed trial mimics larger variety trials and brings folks into the
seed conversation.

Using Seedlinked, we will observe and rate traits such as germination, yield,
flavour, and disease resistance. We will also record the planting, transplanting,
first, and last harvest date - these help determine metrics like days to maturity and
harvest window. Throughout the season we will prompt and provide support
through emails to help you evaluate the traits. We will also keep folks updated on
our Citizen Seed Trial Facebook group and the new SeedLinked feed.

Attached to this email you can find a printable evaluation form, this might be
especially useful for school groups and organizations.

https://www.bcecoseedcoop.com/
https://www.kpu.ca/seeds
https://seedlinked.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/608817699458455


Trial Design Tips & Tricks 
When setting up your trial try your best to climate external variables between the
varieties. For example if you have one variety in a pot it's best to have the others in
a similar shaped pot. If one of your varieties is in full sun try to have the other in full
sun as well.

How many plants should I grow? 
As many as possible! The more plants you have the easier it will be to compare
the populations. Of course do what ever is feasible for you, we are all operating in
different spaces, some on farms and others on balconies. Ideally, aim to have 2-4
plants of peas, and a 2-4 feet row of radishes and salad turnips.

Planting Tips

These are general guideline. Please feel free to use your own expertise or do your
own research.

Salad Turnips
Direct sow in rows a 5mm-1cm deep after last frost
date. Full sun is preferred. Space rows about a foot
apart, optionally stagger planting by planting a row
every week for an extended harvest period. Thin
plants to 10 cm apart in the row after a few weeks. As
a biennial, seed saving is a bit complicated for salad
turnips. If you are interested in attempting to save
seeds, at maturity harvest either the Snow in Tokyo or
White Egg turnip and place in fridge for 3-4 weeks,
mimicking a cold spell, then replant. 

Radishes
Direct sow seeds 5mm-1cm deep after last frost date.
Full sun is preferred. Space rows about a foot apart,
optionally stagger planting by planting a row every
week for an extended harvest period. To save for
seed, choose your favourite of the three radishes and
provide supports as it grows to flower and seed.
Ideally save 5-20 radishes as a population size.
Harvest all of the other two radishes so they do not
cross pollinate.

Peas
Plant in early Spring, ideally before April 1st. Sow
seeds 3-5cm deep and avoiding planting in very wet



soil. Space rows 40 cm apart. Thin your peas to about
3-7 cm apart. Be sure to be ready to provide supports
for your peas (click here examples of ways to support
your peas. To save seeds from peas, plan to separate
your three varieties by 10-20 feet apart and have a
population 5-10 plants.

If you have any questions please feel free to reply to this email or send a message
Siri at mvseedcoordinator@farmfolkcityfolk.ca. We also have our Citizen Seed Trial
Facebook Group that's a great place to ask fellow participants questions and share
your process. We will be reaching out to educators in the next couple of weeks to
provide additional support. 

Happy planting,

BC Seed Security Team

Extra Resources

Citizen Seed Trial Facebook Group - A public group for those signed up for this
years and past years Citizen Seed Trial. A great place to share your photos and
ask questions and help your fellow citizen seed trial grower

Seed Saving Chart - A useful chart with isolation distances, minimum populations
sizes, and more. Check out other resources from the Seed Savers Exchange.

SeedLinked YouTube Channel - Hosts various tutorial videos on how to use the
Seedlinked platform to help you succeed in the Citizen Seed Trial. Check out this
one on Reviewing your Trial.

What is a Variety Trial - One of our webinars from last year that covers everything
you need to know about variety trials

Pea Growing Tips, Salad Turnip Growing Tips, Radish Growing Tips

A Farmers Guide to On-farm Variety Trials - Please note this publication is a guide
for the experienced growers. Don't be overwhelmed, rather use it as a tool to
understand what a variety trial is used for

Harvest Newsletter - Sign up for our monthly newsletter and stay informed about

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/vegetables/peas/supporting-pea-plants.htm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/608817699458455
https://www.facebook.com/groups/citizenseed/
https://www.seedsavers.org/seed-saving-chart
https://www.seedsavers.org/learn
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU80QnjivdIiDgkdawL2gUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGPw_CVmsHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1H3FabwFTc
https://www.almanac.com/plant/peas
https://www.westcoastseeds.com/products/hakurei
https://www.almanac.com/plant/radishes
https://seedalliance.org/publications/growers-guide-conducting-farm-variety-trials/
https://farmfolkcityfolk.ca/get-involved/newsletter-social-media/#subscribe
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