
Pre-presentation Idea

If possible connect with your local seed library in advance to see 
if they will come to your classroom and talk about your local 
seed library.

Suggest they can bring seeds that might be unique or have 
interesting stories to share with the students.

FarmFolk CityFolk has a Seed Library list here

https://farmfolkcityfolk.ca/find-seeds/seed-libraries/


Farm To School 
Seed Saving Bite Size Lessons
Starting a Seed Library
FarmFolk CityFolk



We care for seeds because
 they have always cared for us

Seed Acknowledgement



Seed Stewardship

Let’s brainstorm!

Why would we want to 
save seeds?



What Is A Seed Library?

“Seed libraries are an effective mechanism 
for collecting and distributing a variety of 
heirloom, rare, and culturally important 
seeds that are typically not available from 
seed companies.

The goal of community seed libraries is 
to protect genetic diversity in our food 
system and promote public access to 
seeds.” 

-Seeds Of Diversity Canada

Photo Credit: Spread The Harvest 
Seed Library, Austin, TX



How Does A Seed Library Work?

“Initially seeds are donated or collected at each 
library, then community members can check seeds 
out and grow them on the condition that a portion of 
the freshly grown seeds will be donated back to the 
library. 

These seeds are then stored and made available to 
others who continue to contribute to this cycle of 
taking seeds, growing them and donating a portion 
back to keep the collection viable, healthy and 
fresh.” 

- Seeds Of Diversity Canada

Photo Credit: Edmonton Public 
Library



Seeds of Diversity’s Seed Library

● Seeds of Diversity is “a group of seed savers from 
coast to coast who protect Canada's seed 
biodiversity…Over 1000 members across Canada 
make Seeds of Diversity a vibrant and visible part of 
the gardening and food security scene”

● SOD stores 6028 samples of seeds 
● What does it look like? Imagine 157.77 kg of seeds 

carefully dried and stored in airtight jars in a big 
freezer!



Life Cycles Seed Library

In partnership with the Greater Victoria Public 
Library (GVPL), Lifecycle offers seed-saving 
education and access to a wide variety of seeds!

The seed library has 200 varieties, most of which 
are easy for beginner seed savers to grow and 
save. The collection is housed at the GVPL and 
includes a variety of vegetable, flower, herb, and 
native plant seeds, all donated by regional growers.



Seed Banks vs Seed Libraries

Seed Banks are a method of safely storing essential seeds and preventing the 
loss of genetic diversity due to destruction. The seeds can be used for research to 
improve current crops or can replace seeds that have been lost. Seed Banks can 
lend out their seed but it is not common practice. Their main purpose is to 
store the seeds for their use in the future.

Seed Libraries are another method of preventing the loss of genetic diversity 
however, they achieve this through lending seeds out into the community to be 
grown out for more seed and then shared. 



Seed Banks in Canada

Plant Gene Resources of 
Canada in Saskatoon is 
Canada's national seed gene 
bank. It is managed by 
Agriculture and Agri-food 
Canada.

Photo Credit: www.agriculture.canada.ca



Seed Banks in Canada

The National Tree Seed Centre, Fredericton 
New Brunswick - maintains a dynamic living 
library of Canada’s forest genetic resources. 
The NTSC has over 13,000 unique seed 
collections from over 200 tree and shrub 
species – the most diverse collection of its kind 
in Canada. 



Seed Libraries in British Columbia

From Victoria to Prince George to 
Fernie there are seed libraries in 
many communities of British 
Columbia. 

Visit our seed library map to find the 
closest seed library to you: 
farmfolkcityfolk.ca/find-seeds/seed-lib
raries/

https://farmfolkcityfolk.ca/find-seeds/seed-libraries/
https://farmfolkcityfolk.ca/find-seeds/seed-libraries/


How to start a seed library in your school

1) Gather a group of volunteers to lead your library
It can take a lot of work to effectively run a seed library. Create a team of 
students and teachers to take care of the library over the years. Younger 
students can decorate seed envelopes, older students and teachers can 
manage the collections.

2) Find a space to store your seed collection 
Seed needs to be stored properly for your library to thrive and people need 
to be able to pick up and return seeds. Find a location in your school that 
can serve the function.

3) Gather materials you will need
You will need packages for seed, a display for the seeds, labels for 
packages, a way to track the seeds, etc.



How to start a seed library in your school

4) Ask for seed donations
You will need to collect seeds to start your seed library. Start with seeds 
that your members might be interested in growing. Don’t get carried away 
with asking for too many donations as that will create more work and you 
want to save time for seed saving!  

5) Create a system for organizing and tracking your collection
Type of plant, difficulty of seed saving, classifications for heirlooms or 
native species, age of seed, how many seeds of each do you have
Consider copying the columns from an existing seed library spreadsheet 
to track your seeds

6) Establish guidelines for your collection
Will you accept only seed from the school garden? Or any seeds that are 
grown locally by members or donated? 



How to start a seed library in your school

7) Spread the word about your seed library 
A seed library requires members and community to support it so advertise 
your seed library to get more people involved

8) Support your members
Seed growing is not something everyone knows how to do. Make sure you 
offer seed growing education for all levels of growers so they have the 
education they need to grow high quality seeds

9) Keep your collection fresh
Seeds will not last forever. In order to keep your collection of seeds 
healthy you will need to make sure that yours are not growing old



 Activity - Create a plan for starting a seed library in your school

A. Make a brainstorming thought web 

Stewards
Seeds

Mrs.Foster the 
librarian

Grade 7 
Environment ClubMr. Burns from 

Sustainability 
Studies

Pumpkins

Greens

Cucumbers

Tomatoes

Kale

Spinach

Romaine lettuce

Black Cherry

Green Zebra

Grade 11 Computer class 
for making database



 Activity - Create a plan for starting a seed library in your school

● Who could help lead it?
● Where would it be located?
● What materials do you already have? What materials would you need?
● Where could you find seed donations?
● Who would you want to be members of your seed library?
● How would you make sure your seed collection did not become old?

B. Use these questions to guide your web making


